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Exchange program report

Host university: Fudan University, Shanghai, China.
Host university department: School of International Relations and Public Affairs

Host university major: International Politics

Dear Sir/Madam,

In the Summer semester 2018, | spent four months at Fudan University,
Shanghai city, China. | was following an exchange program between two
universities: my home university, University of Vienna, and Chinese host
University — Fudan University. | was the only student from Vienna University,
who participated in the exchange program with Fudan university in summer
semester 2018. | found a suitable accommodation in the Fudan University’'s
International Students Dormitory, that is located in the Northern part of
Fudan campus, that is why there were many opportunities to make
acquaintances with bachelor and master students from other countries, such
as France, Switzerland, Denmark, Japan, Korea etc. In addition,
International Students Dormitory’s location makes it possible to
communicate with local Chinese students as well: their dormitories are
situated close by and all extra-curricular activities, which | am going to report
about in the further part, were held there.

As for the extra-curricular activities, | attended two art courses: knife painting,
that is a comparatively new special technic of drawing, invented in China in
the 1960s as a separate division of traditional shan-shui painting (the
painting of mountains and water, in other words landscapes of nature).
Additionally, | took a course of pottery, where we learnt the basics of this art
and some Chinese peculiarities.

What about the classes | took, | attended several ones and finally took exams
for three classes, which |, firstly, found the most appropriate in terms of my
home university's study program, and, secondly, the most useful for my
master thesis “Comparative study on the 21%t century information and
communication technologies (ICT) policies and infrastructures: South Korea,
China and Russia”. The classes | passed the examination are Political
Economy of China, Contemporary Chinese Diplomacy, and Sino-Russian
Relations and Russian Politics. All the subjects mentioned above are closely



connected and significantly contribute to my previous educational and
scientific background, namely, Bachelor's program in Chinese studies and
Master program East Asian Economy and Society (EcoS). Concerning
‘Political Economy of China’ class, it can be seen as good case-study class
in the framework of EcoS M1 class ‘Economic systems’, that supplemented
the theories | got at Vienna University with a sort of “field work” knowledge.
As for the class ‘Contemporary Chinese Diplomacy’, it worked in the similar
way with the EcoS’ M3 class ‘International relations in East Asia’, where |
could easily see how differently numerous conflicts can be interpreted in
terms of various bilateral and multilateral conflicts. As for the last course,
mentioned above, ‘Sino-Russian Relations and Russian Politics’, it helped
me out with understanding some peculiarities concerning my Master thesis,
because it covers to some extent both Chinese and Russian realities in terms
of ICT policies. And thanks for the broad context we had to discuss during
this class, we covered all actual problems and policies, from energy security
to cybersecurity.

Thus, | would like to conclude that the exchange program was advantageous
both for my EcoS curriculum and personal scientific interests, as well as
improving the level of my Chinese language knowledge. That is why | would
like to highly recommend this exchange program opportunity with Fudan
university for future students.

Kind regards,





